
100 lbs of luggage
May 15th, 2008: After graduating from Art Center College of Design with a graphic 

design degree, I was on my way to New York to conduct my fellowship at Doctors 

Without Borders.



From:   Jason.Cone@newyork.msf.org

Subject: Re: ArtCenter Fellowship

Date: May 16, 2008 8:45:56 AM PDT

To:   geekinthecorner@gmail.com

Hi Justin, 

Welcome to New York. Please plan on arriving at our office around 9:15 on Monday. 

I live on Staten Island so you should plan on being on the 8:30 am Staten Island 

Ferry to reach the office by then. You can take the 1 train to 28th street and our 

office is right across the street from the exit on 7th Ave. We normally work from 9 

-9:30 to  5:30 or 6. See you Monday. 

Jason 

Jason Cone



Hi Jahji,
My number is 818.439.7895.

I am still waiting for my friend Anne to get in touch with me.

I look forward to speaking with you.

Thanks,Justin

On Apr 28, 2008, at 8:11 AM, Mujaji Tokunbo wrote:

Sorry about the mess but as you know I just moved in at that point so I was still unpacking. The space is incredibly clean and we have 

maid that comes every 2 weeks. Let me know if your friend will come tonight. I will call you around 2pm. I have to pack away all of the 

garments and get my store back in order.

Jahji

-----Original Message-----

From: Justin Cram <geekinthecorner@gmail.com>

Date: Mon, 28 Apr 2008 08:01:05

To:jahji@nextel.blackberry.net

Subject: Re: $1250 Share 4000 sq ft Loft Space May 15th thru September for Vegetarian (Dekalb Stop of L train)

I don't mean to the jump gun, but I am sold.

It's a great amount of space and all we need is a place is sleep. I

love the hard wood floors and the tiled ceiling.

On Apr 28, 2008, at 7:56 AM, Mujaji Tokunbo wrote:

Sent you old pics and will send new ones later.

-----Original Message-----

From: Justin Cram <geekinthecorner@gmail.com>

Date: Mon, 28 Apr 2008 07:50:23

To:jahji@nextel.blackberry.net

Subject: Re: $1250 Share 4000 sq ft Loft Space May 15th thru

September for Vegetarian (Dekalb Stop of L train)

Sure. Whichever is convenient for you. I respect your need for rest.

I had a large art show a week ago and I think I am still recovering.

On Apr 28, 2008, at 7:48 AM, Mujaji Tokunbo wrote:

I have a few old pics of the space. I can send them just so you can

see the layout and I will still take the other shots later.

-----Original Message-----

From: Justin Cram <geekinthecorner@gmail.com>

Date: Mon, 28 Apr 2008 07:41:16

To:jahji@nextel.blackberry.net

From: Justin Cram <geekinthecorner@gmail.com>

Subject: Re: $1250 Share 4000 sq ft Loft Space May 15th thru September for Vegetarian (Dekalb Stop of L train)

Date: April 28, 2008 11:42:09 AM PDT

To: jahji@nextel.blackberry.net
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FINDING A PLACE TO 
LIVE WAS A BIG HURDLE
I used the alum network at Art Center, I spoke to a former fellow (Miya Osaki), a slew 

of people from Craigslist, and friends living in New York, but to no avail did I find a 

place to live in New York. Luckily my wife had realitives living in Staten Island, so we 

slept on their floor for a couple of weeks even as the fellowship started. I followed up 

on a single lead that turned out to be in a bad part of Bedford, Brooklyn. While we 

walked through to train station on our way to the apartment, my wife was goosed (a 

man grabbed her butt). She knew we were desperate to find a place and she held her 

tongue until we nearly signed the agreement. She realized that carrying my laptop to 

and from work and the apartment would be risky. The current tenant wanted us to rent 

the place while he worked in France for the summer, but we had to turn down his offer. 

He pleaded it was safe. We still felt insecure as police reports in the area reported six-

foot-three-tall white males were being jumped for their wallets in the train station, so 

we could only imagine. Likely our imagination was getting the best of us, but nonethe-

less, we withdrew and we continued the hunt.





REWIND—
Before attending Art Center College of Design, I attended Pasadena City College for 

four years, so seven years of college, I was thrilled to get out of college. I was even 

more excited to be a part of an incredible program and was prepared to show my ap-

preciation for the opportunity to making a strong impression on behalf of Art Center.

The last semester of school was exhausting. Preparing to show your work for job op-

portunities knowing that this is your ultimate chance to jump start your career is over-

whelming. You reflect on the past seven grueling semesters of your education and revise 

projects to reach the level of craft and design that you have arrived at by eight term.





I MANAGED TO APPLY
With my portfolio in tow, I sat down in front of panel of five jurors, only one of whom 

I had as an instructor, the rest were strangers. I laid down a fifty-pound gray portfolio 

case filled with my work and I passed out each piece while discussing my work and 

answering questions.









I FELT MY CHANCES OF BEING 
ACCEPTED WERE SLIM TO NONE

After my acceptance,  
things really took off.

Before entering the interview, I sat in the Careers Office and along came another can-

didate who sat next to me. He introduced himself as Jonathon. He opened his laptop 

and flipped through a series of amazing projects. I was thinking how in the world am I 

going to get accepted when this guy is probably like all the other fellowship candidates 

from the grad department.

Nonetheless, I was happy to give it a shot and figured this was a good run through for 

graduation show.

I later got to know Jonathon as Johnny while he took a fellowship at UNICEF.





the first TASK was finding a  
place in new yorK and renting  
out my place in pasadena.
Our apartment was never cleaner. I moved out boxes of valuables and left behind the 

large pieces of furniture.



I arrived to New York last Wednesday which took the entire day. I took a one stop, trans-
ferring in Las Vegas, so I arrived at 8am, flew out at 945a, and then landed in New York, 
JFK, at 745p. I don’t remember it ever taking this long to fly. US Airways was surpris-
ingly decent as I heard negative things about them after purchasing the tickets. The $7 
Ciabatta Chicken and Cranberry sandwich that looked like two handfuls in the picture 
was barely the size of my palm when I purchased it, and the sliced meat was pretty dry. 
Other than that, no complaints.

My wife’s family picked me up from the airport and took me to their place in Staten Is-
land. A passenger on the airplane had referred to Staten Island as the “Forgotten Bor-
rough” and for the past two days, I’ve realized what he meant. It is indeed in the boo-
nies.

Thursday, I had two appointments to view spaces in Brooklyn. One was in Park Slope 
and the other was at Bedford and Atlantic, at the perimeter of Bed-Stuy. A friend of mine 
was a social worker in Brooklyn and said to stay out of Bed-Stuy, as it wasn’t the safest 
of neighborhoods. I took a liking more the place in Bed-Stuy—it is actually on the perim-
eter of—as the neighborhood wasn’t as “spooky” as she had made it out to be and the 
studio space was great. The current resident was a hipster of sorts and pointed me to 
the local cafe. The three block walk to the cafe sold me on the place as the I got a better 
sense of the neighborhood and local shops. The train station is also a block away and a 
quick ride to downtown on the C train.

From:   geekinthecorner@gmail.com
Subject: Doctors Without Borders :: May 16th
Date: May 16, 2008 6:54:56 AM PDT
To:   elisa.ruffino@artcenter.edu



For lunch I enjoyed some great pizza, Grimaldi’s near the Brooklyn Bridge, and then 
visited the Ice Cream Factory for a scoop. Tours weren’t offered unfortunately.

Today I am going to sign a temporary lease and provide payment to secure the place. I 
cannot move in until May 24th, so I will be commuting to Manhattan from Staten Island 
for the first week. I am going to commute to Manhattan today to get a sense of the dis-
tance and time it will take as well as figure out what transfers I will need to take.

I haven’t yet met up with Jonathan, but I am sure we will sometime soon.



I CONTACTED more than
100 ads on craigslist. 

10% replied.

I had 2 appointments.

Both were poor choices.

we ended up IN 
staten island





25 minutes by train 25 minutes by FERRY



ANOTHER 20 BY TRAIN
The ferry ride from Staten Island to New York every morning, although long, beat 

driving in Los Angeles. I was able to work on my laptop, read books on the train, and 

catch up with sleep. Over time the ferry ride began to take a toll as the evening sched-

ules were frequented less. For instance, the ferry would run every hour after 9, so if 

you arrived at 915, you would have to wait 45 minutes in addition to the 50 minutes 

of commuting. Timing your arrival to the ferry terminal was essential. There would be 

times that I would run from the train across the street, up a flight of stairs, just in time 

to squeeze between the doors to get on the ferry. 



333 7th AVE



This is my office space. A corner in a cubicle of interns and employees from other 

Doctors Without Borders offices from around the world. I got to meet some very 

interesting people this way.



worked started immediately on day 1
I was given a tour of the office and settled myself in my space. Jason Cone, Manag-

ing Editor at Doctors Without Borders, met with me to discuss the list of projects that 

would span the summer. The primary project was to develop an interactive guide for 

the refugee camp project, a traveling exhibit that demostrates the conditions of a refu-

gee camp.



WITHIN 3 DAYS, A PROPOSAL FOR THE 
REFUGEE CAMP INTERACTIVE PROJECT.
From my previous experience of working interactive projects, I knew jumping ahead as 

quickly as possible would be essential to completing the project time.



BY SHEER COINCIDENCE, JASON, MY MANAGER  
AT DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS, LIVED on  
STATEN ISLAND. HOWEVER, SOME OF MY  
COWORKERS—WHO HAD LIVED IN NEW YORK  
FOR SEVERAL YEARS—HAD NEVER SET  
FOOT ON THE “FORGOTTEN BURROUGH”.

THE “FORGOTTEN BOROUGH”
By sheer coincidence, Jason lived on Staten Island as well. In the later part of the sum-

mer he gave me a tour as he thoroughly enjoyed living there with his family. Several 

differences between Staten Island and the rest of the boroughs is that the main mode of 

transportation is cars and there houses instead of apartments. 





KEEPING MYSELF BUSY
The workload that Jason provided was more than enough to span the summer and the 

projects continued to pile up as I completed projects along the way. It was obvious that 

Doctors Without Borders needed a graphic designer. However, staying late at work 

was frowned upon, so I happily packed up by 5 and headed out to pursue my personal 

projects.

Having the opportunity to work steadily and live in New York motivated me to make 

the most out of the experience. A camera in tow, I thoroughly explored food, red 

doors, typography, and street art. This pursuit pushed me to my limit taking me out the 

far reaches of Queens, Coney Island and Upper New York. I eventually traveled outside 

of New York City as well to visit Stamford, Connecticut and Washington D.C.





I’ve completed almost two weeks of work so far. The first week was really fast paced. I 
got to know my coworkers and forgot half of their names. Thankfully, there is a bulletin 
board in the lunch room with photos of the employees and their names. This week I’ve 
been working away on my projects.

I jumped right into work the first day. Jason gave me a list of projects that he would like 
for me to work on and that list has grown since. Other people outside of the web depart-
ment are tapping me for graphic design projects.

The largest project is to create an interactive guide for the Refugee Camp project. In 
the first two days, I developed a presentation for the interactive guide, providing Jason 
and the web team, several options. Jason was very pleased and surprised by the quick 
turn around having only been there for two days, but I already felt very comfortable and 
inspired. You can view that presentation online at www.geekinthecorner.com/msf/index.
html There you will also see several other projects I am working on.

In addition to the interactive guide, I’ve been working on a poster campaign for HIV / 
AIDS awareness in Uganda. These posters will be translated into the four main lan-
guages in Uganda and used at various medical and health clinics. I will be working on a 
brochure, updating the content and perhaps revising it for use in Somalia. I am very ex-
cited to be working on mediums that will be disbursed outside of the United States. I find 
it challenging to think that the design has to be dynamic in that the text will be translated 

From:   justin@letgomag.com
Subject: Doctors Without Borders :: May 29
Date: May 29, 2008 8:12:07 AM PDT
To:   elisa.ruffino@artcenter.edu



into various languages. I have to consider whether or not there is a enough room for the 
text to expand or shrink.

There are various other small projects for creating visuals for the web site and I may be 
a part of the site’s redesign.

The content of these projects has been rather depressing and eye opening. I think that it 
is easy to overlook all of the famine and catastrophes around the world, especially since 
many governments cover up these events or use them for financial gain. As I get further 
into these projects, I hope to become more educated in these matters and hope to be 
able to communicate specific issues to others to help get the word out.

Stephanie Sigg will be coming into MSF in mid-June, so I hope to meet with her. Be-
tween now and then, I hope to accomplish a lot so that I may share with her my work 
and receive feedback. I am the only graphic designer here, so visual direction is rather 
limited. This freedom is great, but I also need to check myself to make sure I am pro-
ducing strong visual work. Since she has been involved with MSF and she knows the 
content, I think her input and direction will be useful. Nonetheless, I am confident that I 
am producing strong work. I am motivated by the cause and the variety of projects I am 
working on.

I found a place in Staten Island. It isn’t the most convenient commute, but I do take a 



galleries in Chelsea and didn’t care much for most of the work. It is a lot of high brow, 
uncreative artwork, but there’s a market for everything, especially in New York. I walked 
through Central Park and enjoyed the hundreds of people walking around and enjoyed 
the great weather. I met up with Jonathan last week and have been hanging out around 
town with him, eating good food. Today we are participating in the StoryCorps program 
(http://www.storycorps.net/). I think he will be interviewing me, as it is research for a 
project he is working on for UNICEF.

I’ve been using the subway a ton. I purchased a monthly metro pass and have been go-
ing all over the place. I usually get off several stops before the stop closest to MSF, so 
that I can walk up to work. I have been spoiled with great coffee such as Peets or Jones 
in Pasadena and have not yet found a comparable coffee house. However, I have been 
eating outstanding bagels for breakfast.

ferry across the bay every morning and evening. I had first secured a place in Brooklyn 
and found out later that the neighborhood, Bedford-Stuyvesant, is fairly dangerous, so 
this place in Staten Island was the most immediate thing I could find. After I had signed 
the lease, I walked around the corner only to witness the aftermath of a liquor store 
robbery. Unfortunately the owner retaliated, defending himself with a baseball bat and 
was shot several times to his death. The neighborhood was in absolute shock and I felt 
a sense of disappointment and fear among the neighbors. There seems to be very little 
crime throughout New York, especially in Staten Island, so when a crime is a committed, 
it is quite a shock.

I’ve been taking in the nightlife and visiting several fellow Art Center alumnae. Last 
weekend, I visited Coney Island and was disappointed to find that it wasn’t the old 
fashion amusement park that I assumed it was. It is much like the Santa Monica Pier, 
but larger. I visited the American Folk Art Museum and viewed the Henry Darger exhibit. 
It was a great museum and I look forward to viewing more museums. I took in the art 
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FOOD
There is any endless supply of food throughout 

New York, however, several places tantalized my 

tongue and I went back for seconds several times.









SECONDS
Cafe Orlin

41 Saint Marks Pl # A

Mamoun’s
119 Macdougal St

La Esquina
114 Kenmare Street

Grimaldi’s 
19 Old Fulton St

DessertTruck  
3rd Ave & St. Marks Pl













DESIGNING FOR
VARIOUS LANGUAGES
Was a bigger challenge than I imagined. First 

of all, the notion of designing with a different 

language seemed romantic, but soon, I realize the 

nuances of language change the layout for typog-

raphy, words that were stressed in English as bold 

or italics cannot be in French or Somali. French 

for instance cannot be hyphenated, so columns of 

text have to be adjusted different to have  proper 

layouts. Somali increases the length of text, so 

when flowing English through a brochure, space 

has to be accommodated for.

Unfortunately, I felt that in some instances, I had 

to sacrifice quality to make deadlines while work-

ing with the challenges of different languages. 

Instead of hand painting letters, using a font that 

resembles hand painting would be substituted.

















THE PHOTO DATABASE
Doctors Without Borders’ photo database is comprised of photos taken from throughout 

the world and shared among 19-plus offices. I became well acclimatized to the database 

as searching for photos was necessary for much of the work. However, the photos were 

often powerful and horrific at times as I found myself flooded with images of devastation 

and tragedy. I would find myself stepping away to catch my breath. Seeing the destruction 

of human nature was depressing. I spoke to several colleagues at the office and unfortu-

nately they did not share my feelings as they were in the field making a difference. The 

question arose as to how graphic design can make a difference in the mission of Doctors 

Without Borders. Obviously there is an indirect effect by raising public awareness and 

driving donations, however, how much more can graphic design make a difference?









VERNACULAR
I would often got off several stops before destina-

tion and walk. Sometimes I would get off at the 

ferry terminal and walked up to 7th Avenue and 

32nd Street

























THE MAJOR PROJECT FOR  
THE FELLOWSHIP WAS THE  
DEVELOPMENT OF THE REFUGEE  
CAMP INTERACTIVE GUIDE.

RESEARCH WAS A LARGE  
COMPONENT OF THE PROJECT  
AND THEN THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF EACH SECTION.

REFUGEE CAMP INTERACTIVE GUIDE
The major project was building the interactive guide. This consisted of developing a 

sequential system to present the information panels from the exhibit digitally. Each panel, 

twelve in all, were broken down in several slides. Information such as statistics or proce-

dures would be taken and illustrated through diagrams, photos, and animations.

The interactive guide’s intent was to serve as an educational tool alongside the Refugee 

Camp exhibit. The design allowed for the interactive portion to be downloaded and 

printed into a booklet.

























OTHER PROJECTS
Miscellaneous graphics for the web site, postcards for events, and small flash projects 

were created throughout the summer. A timeline of MSF’s work since 1971 was designed, 

but not developed as there was not enough time to complete this project as well as several 

others. This was a result of me being the only graphic designer in the office and being 

heavily involved with Doctors Without Borders’ workflow. Since then I have continued 

working for them beyond the fellowship’s scope both pro bono and for pay. 













I can’t believe the last update I sent was over a month ago. Time is really beginning to 
fly. I am quite involved with the work here and hope to be completing a large project in a 
couple of weeks. I’ve been creating various graphics for the web site, designing posters 
and a flier that will be distributed throughout Somalia, and working on a motion graphics 
animation for the web site.

I am beginning to become tired of the commute from Staten Island to work, but have 
made the most of it reading books and working on my laptop. It is hard for me to believe 
that Jason could commute from Staten Island everyday for the past four years. I think 
I could only handle this for the 3 months that I am here. I’ve been spending a lot of my 
free time in Brooklyn and would seriously consider living there in the future.

Two weeks ago was the General Assembly for the United States MSF office. It is a two 
day conference of workshops, candidates giving speeches and debating for election 
to the board, and discussion of issues by the staff and associate members. I was very 
excited to be a part of this as I saw the political workings of the organization and the 
relationship of the American office to the office in France.

There was a workshop regarding innovation and I was very excited to be a part of this. 
However it was more of a discussion/debate over the ratio of International field workers 
to national field workers. Although it was interesting, it wasn’t necessarily innovative. 
Someone noted the difficulties of language barriers and so I saw my chance to share 
an innovative idea. I shared the idea of incorporating technologies that would allow field 

From:   geekinthecorner@gmail.com
Subject: Doctors Without Borders :: July 8th
Date: July 8, 2008 6:58:11 AM PDT
To:   elisa.ruffino@artcenter.edu



workers to translate languages immediately, so that someone that spoke Somali could 
speak with someone that spoke French through the technology. I was given a weird look 
and the discussion/debate continued on. I hope to revisit the notion of innovation with 
the office before my time is up.

I developed a slideshow video for Jason last week that blew his mind and many of my 
colleagues in the communications department. I was floored by their response and still 
have people coming up to me, expressing their excitement. That felt really good. After I 
refine the video further, I will be sure to send you a preview of it.

I find myself feeling depressed sometimes after going through the content regarding the 
issues MSF addresses. I watch videos of children struggling to stand up, read articles 
of women being violated by soldiers, families being split up and family members miss-
ing without conclusion. It is horrible. I feel that I have been ignorant, but this ignorance is 
my motivation. I am sure it’s not just me, it’s many people out there that are not aware. I 
sincerely hope that my work here on the various projects will reach and educate people 
to the horrific situations that are occurring worldwide.

This past weekend I visited Washington DC. It was a great break from New York. I found 
the National Archives to be quite amazing, as well as the National Postal Office and 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum. I thoroughly took in Washington DC and could 
probably write a page of the various monuments and other museums I visited. I received 
a lot of gruff from my coworkers for being in DC for the Fourth of July, ny being called 
“patriotic”.







STREET ART
As the majority of transportation in New York 

is by foot, one will uncover a diversity of street 

art tucked away in nooks and crannies and other 

times in clear open space.

























INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE
This was the most rewarding project. In order for Doctors Without Borders to establish a 

presence at the International AIDS Conference in Mexico City, I developed a visual cam-

paign. This included a poster to advertise the events Doctors Without Borders was host-

ing, protest posters for their affiliates (health care workers), postcards, and a t-shirt. See-

ing photos of the event and the work I created in context was a highlight. After the event 

concluded and the participants from the New York office returned, A New York Times 

article was published with a photo of the Doctors Without Borders visual campaign.





Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) invites you to attend 
“MIND THE GAPS”—a half-day satellite meeting preceding 
the opening ceremonies of the International AIDS Confer-
ence organized by MSF—on the impact of the health care 
worker shortage on access to HIV/AIDS treatment and 
lessons learned from clinicians and advocates working on 
the ground to overcome this gap.

An estimated seventy percent of people who need anti-
retroviral treatment are still not getting it. One barrier to 
access to treatment is the critical shortage of health 

Speakers include:
 • Dr Mphu Ramatlapeng, The Right Honourable Minister 
of Health & Social Welfare, Kingdom of Lesotho
 • Stephen Lewis, Co-Director, AIDS-Free World
 • Dr Pheello Lethola,  MSF Lesotho
 • Dr Wim Van Damme, Institute of Tropical Medicine,
Belgium
 • Vuyiseka Dubula, Secretary General, Treatment Action 
Campaign (TAC), South Africa

XVII International AIDS Conference
Mexico City 2008

AIDS TREATMENT IN 
THE CONTEXT OF 
HEALTH CARE WORKER 
SHORTAGES
A Médecins Sans Frontières 
Satellite Meeting 

AUGUST 3, 2008
9 AM – 1 PM
MELIA REFORMA HOTEL
Paseo de la Reforma
Mexico City, Mexico 
From 8:30 on–
Coffee and light breakfast

care workers. This shortage contributes to unnecessary 
illness and death, yet acknowledgement of the human 
resource crisis has not yet translated into strategies and 
funding to stimulate needed change. 

The satellite meeting will include reports on efforts to 
expand and uphold quality AIDS treatment in the context 
of severe shortages of health care workers and critical 
discussions among experts and AIDS activists about pos-
sible policy shifts needed to confront one of the largest 
barriers to scale-up and quality AIDS treatment. 

  
 • Paul Kasonkomona, Treatment Advocacy and Literacy 
Campaign (TALC), Zambia
 • Dr Jenifer Kavuma, Health Workforce Advocacy Forum 
(HWAF), Uganda
 • Dr Moses Massaquoi, MSF Malawi 
 • Gorik Ooms, Institute of Tropical Medicine, Belgium
 • Asia Russell, Health GAP, USA

For more information, please go to: www.msf.org/mindthegaps







MIND
THE

GAPS















My fellowship is winding down and lots of projects are coming to an end. When I started 
this fellowship, I thought I was going to be focusing on a single project with maybe a 
few mini projects here and there, but over the course of this fellowship I’ve become very 
integrated into the office and have been involved with many projects. In fact, the initial 
project (the interactive refugee camp project) has taken a back seat in some instances 
as larger, more important projects have been pushed to the front such as a campaign 
for the recent International Aids Conference. At times it has been frustrating and stress-
ful, but the reward makes the toil insignificant.

The reach that Doctors Without Borders has internationally is exciting especially when 
the projects that I am involved with reaches out globally to countries such as Somalia 
and Uganda. And then we have people reaching out to us, health workers, volunteers, 
patients, and people in need. We have people visiting the office, speaking to us about 
their experiences in the field. It is very inspiring especially to be a part of this network.

I sincerely hope that my work with Doctors Without Borders continues after my fellow-
ship. I know that Jason and the communications department are very happy with my 
work. Jason has expressed the intention of pursuing projects with me outside of the 
office. I can only hope. However, I also see how important it is for one to be immersed in 
this environment. I don’t see how I could possibly have designed what I have here with-
out the exposure that I have had. I also know that many talented people approach Doc-
tors Without Borders to pursue projects, but the time and dedication that it requires of 
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Jason and other staff is not possible.

I have been reflecting on the projects I worked on during school and feel that courses 
need to integrate organizations such as Doctors Without Borders into their course proj-
ects. It doesn’t necessarily have to be a TDS. It could be a campaign of animations in 
a motion class, or an interactive project for interactive classes, or a poster series in a 
graphic design course, and this is only considering projects related to graphic design. 
All of the disciplines at Art Center could benefit from this exposure and equally benefit 
Doctors Without Borders. It doesn’t necessarily need to be Doctors WIthout Borders, 
there are plenty of smaller NGOs that could benefit from our design training.

I have been compiling materials for documentation, from my sketches and final projects 
to photos and external materials I’ve collected to document my experience. I’ve been 
collecting graphic materials from off the streets and have been creating collages. I’ve 
been photographing the visual texture of the city through it’s street art and been col-
lecting photos of red doors. I’ve been meeting great people outside of Doctors Without 
Borders. I’ve also have been pursuing resources for my personal projects, especially my 
magazine. I am sincerely making the most of this experience and look forward to shar-
ing this with you and others at Art Center. I sincerely hope that design matters contin-
ues, especially within Doctors Without Borders.

Thank you again for this great experience.



RED DOORS
On a trip to New York several years ago, a friend 

mistakenly noted my interest in red doors in her 

blog. So to make her misjudgment true, I photo-

graphed as many red doors as possible.

































250 lbs of luggage
And 10 pounds lighter. I took myself to the limit running around New York docment-

ing and collecting photos, visiting studios, galleries, museums and flea markets, while 

finishing an array of projects for Doctors Without Borders that spanned various lan-

guages, mediums, and challenges. I wish that I could have meshed my personal projects 

with the projects at Doctors Without Borders, but the criteria for the projects did not 



allow. However, I do know that the practice and execution of these personal projects 

had an outlying influence on the work that I performed at Doctors Without Borders. 

From photographing materials, collecting ephemera, researching, and sharing my proj-

ects with designers that I admired, I thoroughly made the most of my fellowship out of 

respect, honor, and discipline to Art Center College of Design.




